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Nicaragua: Government Agrees To More Concessions,
Contras To Resume Demobilization, May 29-30
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, May 30, 1990
May 29: Contra and government delegations resumed talks on conditions for the resumption of
contra disarmament. May 30: A new agreement between President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro's
government was drafted Tuesday evening, and signed Wednesday morning. Contras agreed to
resume demobilization in an attempt to complete the process by June 10, in exchange for additional
concessions by the government. The contras said they would demobilize a "considerable" number
of combatants in honor of Mother's Day, celebrated May 30 in Nicaragua, and at least 100 of their
number per day in each of the five security zones. AP pointed out that if the deadline is to be
met, the number of contras disarming would necessarily be at least 200 in each security zone.
Government concessions specified in the agreement are described below: * In addition to setting
aside 23 rural areas for contra resettlement, disarmed contras will be given priority in recovering
agricultural lands confiscated during 10 years of government by the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN). * A police force staffed by demobilized combatants will be created immediately.
The force, which will police only the resettlement areas, will fall under the Interior Ministry. The
government will request assistance from friendly governments and the United Nations in forming
the rural police. * Contra-nominated delegates are to be appointed to the construction, health, labor,
and agrarian reform ministries and to the Repatriation Institute. These government institutions are
those having some involvement in the contras' reintegration into civilian life. * Former contras are to
obtain representation on municipal governments to be formed in the resettlement zones. * Widows
and orphans of contra fighters are to be enrolled in the government's Social Security and Welfare
Institute to permit them to receive monthly pension benefits. * President Barrios de Chamorro
announced that she had instructed Army chief Gen. Humberto Ortega to begin immediately
implementing a plan to reduce the size of the army. AP reported that no evidence of a massacre of
disarmed contras has surfaced. (Basic data from AFP, AP, 05/30/90)
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